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Community SurveyðHelp shape your communities future 

Public services in Torfaen are improving how they work together through the newly formed public services board.   

They want to talk to as many people as possible, who live and work in Torfaen, about wellbeing.  The organisations want to 
know what is good about your community and what you want the future of your community to be. Please follow the link 
below to have your say. This survey will close at midnight on the 24th October. 

http://www.forms.torfaen.gov.uk/wellbeingquestionnairelocalresidents/survey.html  

https://twitter.com/TVAtorfaen
http://www.tvawales.org.uk/
http://www.forms.torfaen.gov.uk/wellbeingquestionnairelocalresidents/survey.html


 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Help for Young Dementia Sufferers in 
Pontypool as Charity Receives 
Ã40,158 from Lloyds Bank 

Foundation 
 

Age Connects Torfaen will continue to 
provide vital support for 40-65 year olds 
diagnosed with dementia in Pontypool 
thanks to a Ã40,158 grant over two years 
from Lloyds Bank Foundation.  
People diagnosed with early on-set 
dementia are often faced with loss of 
work, financial worries and concerns 
about young children as their condition 
progresses. Age Connects Torfaenôs new 
grant will go towards the salary of a 
Support Worker to help them through 
their diagnosis, for example by offering 
financial advice, helping them plan for the 
future and giving guidance with accessing 
appropriate healthcare. The service 
follows on from increasing awareness 

that dementia in young people 
represents an important social 
and medical problem.  
Angela Reed, Chief Executive 

of Age Connects Torfaen said;  
We are delighted to be awarded funding 
to provide a dementia service for younger 
people with early on-set dementia. With 
this funding Age Connects Torfaen will be 
able to offer targeted and specific support 
for both young people with early on-set 
dementia and their families.  
People with young-onset dementia can 
find themselves isolated and itôs 
important that there are networks there to 
provide them with information and 
opportunities. This investment will have 
the power to transform their lives by 
enabling people to continue to enjoy a full 
life and contribute to their community. 
Through the introduction of a new 
specialised service, we hope our support 
will foster more conversations about 
young on-set dementia between doctors, 
researchers and families to improve the 
outlook for those affected and create an 
immediate, deep and lasting impact, 
leading to long term transformational 
change.ò 
Paul Streets, CEO of Lloyds Bank 
Foundation, said:  
ñFundraising for small and medium-sized 

charities is increasingly precarious at a 

time of government cuts and economic 

uncertainty. That is why Lloyds Bank 

Foundation is helping organisations like 

Age Connects Torfaen continue the 

impressive work they do, making a real 

impact on the lives of those who need it 

most in their local area. We are proud to 

be investing in life-changing charities who 

are breaking the cycle of disadvantage as 

part of our role in Lloyds Banking Groupôs 

Helping Britain Prosper plan.ò 

The Ã40,158 grant made to Age 

Connects Torfaen is one of 9 grants 

totalling Ã486,207 awarded across 

Wales, and one of 88 grants totalling 

Ã4,122,132 made to small and medium-

sized charities across England and Wales 

in the second of the Foundationôs three 

annual grant rounds. 

The grant was made through the 

Foundationôs Invest programme, which 

supports small and medium-sized 

charities tackling disadvantage by 

covering core organisational and 

programme delivery costs. Lloyds Bank 

Foundation for England and Wales is the 

largest corporate foundation in the UK 

and an independent charity funded by 

Lloyds Banking Group as part of the 

Helping Britain Prosper Plan.  

mailto:http://www.lloydsbankinggroup.com/ProsperPlan%20%20%20%20


 

 

 Active Steps Job Club 

Our Job Club will support job seekers to continue to be proactive in their job seeking activities by offering a welcoming space which gives job 

seekers encouragement to ñkeep on keeping onò in their job search activities. 

We can offer: 

Advice on how to make your CV the best it can be. 
Advice on making quality job applications. 
Access to I.T. to undertake job search activity. 
Practical solutions to making sure that your skills and experience are kept current through volunteering 
opportunities and training. 

 

 From October 20
th 
 2016 at Torfaen Voluntary Alliance Offices. Portland Buildings, Commercial St., 

Pontypool NP4 6JS between  1.00pm and 3.00pm 

 

This Job Club is aimed at people who are over 25 years old , live in a non communities first area and are long term unemployed or 

economically inactive 

First Steps into Work 

Have you been away from the job market for a while, and are now looking to begin job hunting? 

 

There have been many changes to the way people seek employment, If it has been a number of years since you last 

searched for work, the process can be daunting.  

 

Garnsychan Partnership have produced a toolkit that will work with you to raise awareness of how the job market now operates ï de-mystifying 

the process and building your confidence to successfully manoeuvre your way around, being self-aware of strengths and looking to address any 

gaps through training. 

 

This toolkit is aimed at people who are looking to re ï enter the job market. Topics covered include: Barriers to work, how can these be 

addressed, C.V.  Building, Career Exploration. 

 

Beginning October 18th at Torfaen Voluntary Alliance, Commercial St,  Pontypool,  NP4 6JS  between  10.00am ï 12 noon.  

 

Participants must be aged over 25 years old, live in a non communities first area, be long term unemployed or economically inactive. 



 

 

Able Radio 

Based in Upper Cwmbran, Able is a unique 

project for adults with autism and learning 

disabilities. Creativity underpins all activities in 

their large facility which includes radio studios 

and designated activity zones. Staff support 

service users in developing their skills and 

confidence. Opportunities exist for focussed 

volunteers to get involved in all aspects of 

operations. 

Volunteering at Able offers a genuine chance 

to improve the lives of people by providing 

guidance and support in their chosen activity. 

There are currently three areas offering a 

volunteering opportunity. This includes art/

crafts, sports and media. You will already have 

some experience in one of these fields and 

prepared to share your skills. With a clean 

criminal record, you will have a sense of fun 

but sensitive to the needs of others. Able will 

provide any training and support as part of 

volunteering.  

Arts and Crafts Volunteer 

Arts and crafts activities occur Monday to 

Friday from 10:30 to 15:00 with an hour for 

lunch. Participants are adults with learning and 

other disabilities. Volunteers should have an 

enthusiasm for arts and crafts, and take 

pleasure in sharing this with others. 

Experience of working with disabled people 

would be a benefit, but full support and training 

will be offered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Activity Volunteer 

Able offers a range of sports based activities 

daily. Sessions last an hour and cover a range 

of accessible sports. All participants are adults 

with learning and other disabilities.  Volunteers 

will have an opportunity to shape the sports 

initiative and we welcome adults who already 

have  experience within this type of activity.  

Media Volunteer 

Again, working with a client group this includes 

learning disabled people, this time focussing 

on media. Specific skills and enthusiasm in 

radio production, video film making and 

photography. Enthusiasm and aptitude is key, 

combined with an understanding of how 

working with media, can be used to develop 

many soft and life skills. 

Volunteers will be required to have a CRB 

check, demonstrate knowledge of sports 

based activity and be passionate about helping 

people living with impairments. You will be 

required to volunteer for approx. one hour on 

one or more week days, preferably early 

afternoon. Full training  and induction will be 

provided by Able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover more by having an informal chat with 

the volunteer coordinator on 01633 960627  or 

email info@ableradio.com    

 



 

 

Active Steps 

Active Steps is here to help participants achieve their goals 

and ambitions. We can offer participants a volunteer 

placement along with training in a variety of areas, working 

with participants to develop a tailored package of support 

and advice that will build skills and confidence. 

Upcoming Events & Workshops: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any enquiries please contact Hayley or Kelly on 01495 

774453 or email info@garnsychan.org.uk 

 

Work Club at TVA, Ponty-
pool [13:00 ï 15:00] 

Starting on the 20
th
 Octo-

ber and then every week 
subsequently 

First Steps Toolkit Work-
shops at TVA, Pontypool 
[10:00 ï 12:00] 

20
th
, 25

th
 & 27

th
 October 

Bridging Steps Toolkit 
Workshops at TVA, Ponty-
pool [13:30 ï 15:30] 

1
st
, 3
rd
, 8
th
 & 10

th
 November 

Asdan Level 2 Employabil-
ity Qualification, TVA Pon-
typool [10:00 ï 13:00] 

Starting 3
rd
 October, every 

Thursday for 5 weeks 



 

 

Tidy Wales Awards - Now Open 

The Tidy Wales Awards 2016 have opened to entries. 

The annual Keep Wales Tidy Awards recognise the efforts of 

Welsh groups that work to restore their local environment and 

improve life in their communities. 

Awards of Ã250 (with Ã50 of vouchers for each shortlisted 

entry) are available in each of the following categories: 

Ŀ         Rivers and Coast. 

Ŀ         Community Transformation. 

Ŀ         Sustainable Futures. 

Ŀ         Biodiversity. 

Ŀ         Eco-Schools in the Community. 

Ŀ         Cleaner Communities. 

Ŀ         Green Key. 

The deadline for applications is 24 October 2016 (5pm). 

http://www.keepwalestidy.org/tidy-wales-awards 

 

 

 

http://www.keepwalestidy.org/tidy-wales-awards


 

 

Children in Wales Information and Events 

 

Child and Family Poverty in Wales survey 2016 - http://
www.childreninwales.org.uk/news/news-archive/child-family-
poverty-wales-survey-2016/  

 
Involving the Third Sector in Improving Emotional Well Being 
and Mental Health of Children and Young People in Wales 

Cardiff - http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/involving-
third-sector-improving-emotional-well-mental-health-children-
young-people-wales/  

 
Conwy - http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/involving-
third-sector-improving-emotional-well-mental-health-children-
young-people-wales-3/ 

 
Children in Wales Seminar óReforming the Additional 
Learning Needs Framework in Walesô - http://
www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/children-wales-seminar-
reforming-additional-learning-needs-framework-wales/  

 
Third Sector Conference - http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/
item/third-sector-conference/  

 

 

 

Torfaen Youth Grant  

Torfaen Youth Grant aims to support a range of small 
volunteering projects and activities, led and carried out by 
young people, with applications selected and recommended 
by a panel of young people aged 14-25. 

The GwirVol Youth Led Grants scheme  aims to prioritise 
delivery of volunteering opportunities with and for a diverse 
range of young people (aged 14-25) and particularly: 

¶ Young people from disadvantaged communities: 
Communities First areas and Black, Asian and Minority 
Ethnic communities. 

¶ Young people with physical or learning disabilities. 
¶ Requests for up to a maximum of Ã1000 will be 

considered. All funding received must be spent by the 
end of February 2017. 

Application Form 

Closing date for applications is 11
th

 November 2016. 

For more information contact Kyle Thomas on 01495 742475 
or email kyle@tvawales.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/news/news-archive/child-family-poverty-wales-survey-2016/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/news/news-archive/child-family-poverty-wales-survey-2016/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/news/news-archive/child-family-poverty-wales-survey-2016/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/involving-third-sector-improving-emotional-well-mental-health-children-young-people-wales/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/involving-third-sector-improving-emotional-well-mental-health-children-young-people-wales/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/involving-third-sector-improving-emotional-well-mental-health-children-young-people-wales/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/involving-third-sector-improving-emotional-well-mental-health-children-young-people-wales-3/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/involving-third-sector-improving-emotional-well-mental-health-children-young-people-wales-3/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/involving-third-sector-improving-emotional-well-mental-health-children-young-people-wales-3/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/children-wales-seminar-reforming-additional-learning-needs-framework-wales/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/children-wales-seminar-reforming-additional-learning-needs-framework-wales/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/children-wales-seminar-reforming-additional-learning-needs-framework-wales/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/third-sector-conference/
http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/item/third-sector-conference/
http://tvawales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Application-form-2016.docx
mailto:kyle@tvawales.org.uk


 

 

KaleidoscopeðVolunteer Counsellors & 

Volunteer Alcohol Therapists  

Provide one to one structured counselling 

services to those affected by alcohol use 

using recognised approaches and/or 

providing manualised alcohol therapy using a 

range of motivational, behavioural and 

socially based interventions. Maintain 

computerised and paper based records, carry 

out screening and assessments, attend one 

to one line management supervision, 

independent management of a client 

caseload Joint work alongside Alcohol 

Therapists (Volunteer Counsellors)  

ST Albans R.C High Schoolðmaths 

and numeracy support worker  

Are you seeking a future career in 

teaching? Looking to gain experience or 

have previously worked and retired as a 

teacher in the educational setting? St 

Albans R.C High School are looking to 

recruit volunteers to support and run a 

small numeracy intervention group and 

provide additional support to students 

and the school in raising levels of 

attainment throughout the academic year. 

If you have a passion to teach and inspire 

others to learn then St Albans R.C High 

School would welcome your application.  

Garnsychan Partnershipð

CirculateðWarehouse Assistant  

At Circulate Furniture Recycling we 

offer hands on voluntary placements in 

a warehouse environment. We offer 

participants in-house training, as well 

as accredited training opportunities.  

Garnsychan PartnershipðVeg 

BoxðGardening Volunteers 

At Growing the Veg Box we grow 

our own fruit, vegetables and herbs 

for community members to 

purchase at a lower cost than they 

could elsewhere. We are always 

looking for green fingered 

volunteers to help with our project. 

From growing veg and maintaining 

the garden, to harvesting and 

weighing produce, thereôs plenty 

to get stuck into.  

VOLUNTEERS  

WANTED!  

For more information on any of these opportunities, please contact the 

Volunteering Team on 01495 742420.  

TRAC 2ðGeneral Volunteer 

Retail assistant, refreshing stock, 

accepting and sorting donations, till 

work collection/delivery, operative 

assisting with delivery and collection 

of donations office administration-

Answering telephone, creating 

leaflets, taking messages, assisting 

outreach organisations  


